January 8, 2012

Pursuing Christ through Humility ¢ 1 Cor. 1:18-31

Sermon Notes

1. God has provided our salvation solely through the gospel of Jesus Christ. 18-25
A. The message of the cross is foolish to the unregenerate (18-23).

* Jews want to prove the gospel through signs.
- Gentiles want to prove the gospel through reason.
- The message of the gospel must be accepted by faith.

B. The message of the cross is both the power and the wisdom of God (24-25).
- Power: the death of Jesus destroys sin universally and atones for sin personally.
- Axiom: The cross is sufficient for all, but efficient for the elect!
- _Wisdom: the death of Jesus allows God to be both just and justifier (Rom. 3:21-20).

2. Humility is the only proper response to the message of the gospel. 26-31
A. God chooses ordinary people to do extraordinary things (26-28).

B. God deserves all the glory for both our salvation and sanctification (29-31).
* God is the author and finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:2).
* God sent Jesus to be our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, and redemption.
- Our response must be one of humility—we will boast in the Lord!

Additional Study Information

Key verses: 1 Cor. 1:18, 31
Key Principle: God is the source of our salvation and sanctificaion— he alone deserves the glory!
Key idea: Humility is the proper response to the gift of the gospel.

Questions

It is clear that salvation is through the gospel of Jesus Christ alone. (1 Corinthians 1:18-25) With that in mind, we also
read in Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of
God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” Why did God make salvation available through faith rather than
works?

Scripture is clear that Christ atones for our personal sins through His death. However, we run the risk of becoming
comfortable in our sins because of that atonement. How do we reconcile our current problem with sin and God’s
atonement for our sins? Specifically, what role does humility play in our sanctification? (Romans 6:1; 6:15-23)



As we look through Scripture, we are reminded that God chose ordinary people to do great things for Him. Generally
speaking, God chose those who were humble in spirit. For example, David was chosen by God to become King over
Israel. David was young, and pretty unassuming. However, 1 Samuel gives us insight as to what God looks for in the
ordinary. “For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the
heart. (1 Samuel 16:7) What about your own life? How do you exercise humility in the ordinary things? Do you believe
God can do great things through your life? Why or why not?

Why should the idea of salvation produce a response of humility in our lives? When are you most vulnerable to taking
your salvation for granted and not reacting with humility?

In Isaiah 66:2, God says, “This is the one to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at
my word.” Would you consider yourself to be one who is humble and contrite in spirit? Do you value and tremble at
God’s word? What are some ways you constantly battle and overcome the tension between humility and pride?

Digging Deeper

C.J. Mahaney, in his book, Humility: True Greatness offers some suggestions to help us with our humility.
* Reflect on the wonder of the cross of Christ.
* Begin your day by acknowledging your dependence upon God and
your need for God.
* Begin your day expressing gratefulness to God.
* Practice the spiritual disciplines — prayer, study of God’s Word,
worship. Do this consistently each day at the day’s outset if possible.
* Seize your commute time to memorize and meditate on Scripture.
* Cast your cares upon Him, for He cares for you. (p.171)

Fred Smith says, "Humility is not denying the powet you have but admitting that the power comes through you and not

from you." This statement sums up the key idea of this week’s lesson: humility is the proper response to the gift of the
gospel. Pray through the following verses and ask God to help you focus your life on humility.

Proverbs 29:23; Matthew 18:4; Matthew 23:1; 2 Philippians 2:8; James 4:6; James 4:10



